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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Minutes of a meeting of Mawgan Parish Council held in the Recreation Hall on Wednesday at 7.30 pm

Present


Councillor Anthony Hoskin (Chairman)


“         Mike Laity (Vice-chairman)

“         Vivian Benney
“
Kevin Roberts

“
Shaun Lock

“         Alan Harris


“         Tony Firth


“         Catriona Pennell

“
Andy Lelliott


“
Guy Foreman

40 members of public

Paul Gendall – from point mentioned
1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Cornwall Cllr Nicola Boase.
2. Members to declare personal & prejudicial interests (incl details thereon) re any items on this agenda and any dispensations thereon previously granted or requested now
Chairman – planning item 8c) – prejudicial interest - part land owner

Cllr Catriona Pennell – planning item 8c) – prejudicial interest – property backs onto site

Cllr Shaun Lock – planning item 8c) – prejudicial interest – village shopkeeper
3. Public questions (15 minutes in total – 2 minutes each - to speak on agenda item or raise a new subject).  This is your only chance to speak unless invited to do so elsewhere by the Chairman
People were present to speak about the proposed 33 houses adjacent to Langweath Estate. Observations made were:

The proposal has not been tested against the AONB policies. This is purely an exercise in exploiting an interim period where there is a policy gap: the only thing that has changed since August 2024 is the NPPF December 2024, which, in the absence of a Local Planning Framework, means developers are exploiting this short-term loophole for financial advantage. The developer believes that previous objections can now be overridden because of this policy and the absence of a current Local Plan for Cornwall. The presumption in favour of sustainable development does not apply where AONB protection policies provide a clear reason for refusal. A development of 33 houses in a village of only 180 houses is considered a major development. Too many additional cars will be introduced – lack of existing full length footway, does not fulfil Local Needs as would be to expensive. Drainage and surface run-off will create an even worse problem in the Old School House area and the old pipe through La Rochelle could get damaged. How is 33 houses an ‘improvement’ for Mawgan? Helston is growing, why is this needed in Mawgan.
4. To receive Cornwall Cllr Nicola Boase’s report
There was no report.
5. To discuss flooding from Gwarth-an-Drea down to Ship road – who are the ‘ea’ partners’?
Correspondence between residents ref. water flowing from Gwarth-an-Drea down to Ship road and Cornwall Highways referred to Cornwall Council environment agency partners. The residents were not getting responses to further communications about who the environment agency partners were and asked the Parish Council for help.  It was agreed to ask Cornwall Cllr Nicola Boase to look into the matter.
6. To discuss running of Recreation Hall – deferred to later in the meeting.
a) Wi-Fi installation

b) Finish off rendering outside and lay patio – any quotes

c) State of tarmac

7. Minutes – to confirm the minutes of the last meeting
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting are signed as a true and accurate record.
8. To consider planning applications received from Cornwall Council

a) PA26/00928 Works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order, namely; 1)T1 Oak 2M Reduction on lateral limbs 2) T2 Oak 2M Reduction on lateral limbs, 24 Glebe Close, Mawgan, Coastline
It was RESOLVED to support the application.
b) PA26/00884 Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for existing use of land as domestic garden, Trelowarren Mill, Mawgan, Mr Thomas Rose
It was RESOLVED to support the application.
c) To consider 5-day protocol for 33 houses adjacent to Langweath Estate – recommended approval
Cllrs A Hoskin (Chairman), Catriona Pennell and Shaun Lock left the meeting during this item and did not speak or vote thereon.

Vice-chair Cllr Michael Laity took the Chair.

Council has  5 working days within which to choose one of the 3 options as set out within the Protocol for Local Councils:

 1. Agree with the officer’s recommendation

2. Agree to disagree with the officer
3. Having made strong planning reasons to maintain its original position on the proposal against his recommendation, request that the application is determined by the Planning Committee. A member would have to attend to put forward Council's case for opposing the application.

Cllr Andy Lelliott was firmly on the side of objecting and prepared to attend the Committee meeting if required due to the obvious and continuing strength of public feeling and importantly to maintain consistency with our earlier views and objection, after which nothing changed. Cllr Vivian Benney wished it to go to Committee. Cllr Tony Firth did not see the need for 33 houses – would there be jobs – no and there are already 2,600 empty homes in Cornwall. It is totally disproportionate. The number of people requiring housing on the housing register is 23 and 8 of them are above the age of 55. The school is at capacity, 16 on the register want 1-bed properties of which there is possibly only 2 in the whole development. The village shop is unable to provide a full week’s family shop so occupants would still need to travel. A Helston development should have had a new surgery but that has so far not been provided. On a vote, it was unanimously RESOLVED to take the application to Committee.
Cllrs A Hoskin (Chairman), Catriona Pennell and Shaun Lock re-entered the meeting and Cllr Hoskin re-took the Chair.

9. To receive planning decisions from Cornwall Council
06/03/2026 PA25/08881 APPROVED

Applicant:- Mrs Catherine Hambly-Symons

Location:- Goonhilly Earth Station Goonhilly Downs Helston Cornwall TR12 6LQ

Proposal Proposed construction of seven antenna's with radomes, plant room and access road
10. Matters Arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on this agenda
Mawgan side of Rock Cottage, water running down and wearing away side of road.
11. To discuss development of a Local Needs Plan in conjunction with Exeter University
Paul Gendall joined the meeting at this point. 

The cost of this had now risen to £5k, which was a lot of money. Some questioned the need but it was explained that it would seriously demonstrate that the Parish Council is there for important reasons, not just the run of mill matters. One member felt it crossed over with the survey carried out for the CLUP funding and questioned how thorough it would be. All survey methods would be undertaken. It was decided that at first, Council could hold a consultation ‘day’ with the Exeter University representative plus Cornwall Council planners, local needs housing, etc in attendance. It was agreed to put the matter on the next agenda when members can make some suggestions as to what organisations should attend.

Item 6

Paul Gendall reported that a snagging meeting would be held soon and then the release of the retention would need to happen. Phoenix signs gave a quote of £395, including installation for the new hall sign. Render of the old, heated part of the hall £39540.75, resin £2660 or £2400.
Acoustics a) Inacoustic can do desk-based reverberation tests against Paul Gendall’s drawings for £300, or b) make a site visit, set up equipment for £650 + £600 for the design. Then go out to companies for the actual boards. It was RESOLVED to go for the site visit option, totalling £1250, the sign for £395 and outside render. Quotes were also required for mirrors in the toilets and kitchen blinds, plus a sign for the outside toilet – one was already made. A chair trolley was also requested to prevent people dragging chairs along the wood floor.

Wi-Fi – a new clerk email address had now been issued, which could be used for the DD payment for Starlink. A local installer was available and Cllr Andy Lelliott was happy to monitor the system if needed.
12. To consider repairs required in playing field inspection reports
The Chairman would look at some initial items such as the loose basketball post and broken plank of Harold’s bench.
13. To receive the financial statement
£50,941.28, including £20k from TNL for the extra hall items, but before the items below are taken into account.
14. To approve the following outstanding accounts-
It was RESOLVED that the following outstanding accounts are psid:
	a) Clerk’s pay Mar  (net)                          £510.51
	b) Clerk’s expenses (Feb)                           £11.34      

	c) Trim Recreation Ground x 1                £126.00
	d) Cornwall Pension Fund (Mar)               £166.15

	e) Rec playground inspection        (Feb)   £40.00
	f) Trim verges x1                                         £42.00

	g) Glebe playground inspection (Feb)       £40.00
	h) Trim churchyards x 1                            £348.00


15. Correspondence
Feast Sunday Service – a vicar had been arranged and a check was being made with Gweek Band. The Hall would be booked for it.
16. Any Other Business – for information only
17. Christmas 2026 lights, tree, - etc people wanted a second tree at Mawgan Cross where it used to be. However, it was impossible to get volunteers to organise village events and with no-one even on the Hall Committee, nothing would happen unless some people stepped up to volunteer as everything could not be left to the Parish Council to organise. People are urgently needed if residents want events to continue.
18. Date of next meeting  – 15th April 2026 at 7.30pm

